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from among themselves, as well as from among Brahmans, and profess to look down upon all other castes. In religion they are divided into Smartas, Vaishnavas, and Vyaparis, some among the Smartas being Linga-yats. Those who can write usually employ the Telugu characters in writing their language/'
The Patnulkarans, according to one tradition, claim descent from a certain Brahman sage, known as Tantu-vardhanar, meaning literally a person who improves threads, i.e., manufactures and weaves them into cloths. This is, it is suggested, probably only an eponymous hero.
In the Manual of the Madura district, the Patnulkarans are described as "a caste of Surat silk-weavers, whose ancestors were induced to settle in Madura by one of the earlier Nayakkan kings, or in response'to an invitation from Tirumala Naik, and who have thriven so well that [they now form by far the most numerous of all the castes resident in the town of Madura. They are very skilful and industrious workmen, and many of them have become very wealthy. They keep altogether aloof from other castes, and live independently of general society, speaking a foreign tongue, and preserving intact the customs of the land of their origin. They are easily distinguished in appearance from Tamils, being of a light yellowish colour, and having handsomer and more intelligent features. They are called Chettis or merchants by Tamils." In a recent note,* the Patnulkarans of Madura are described as being " exceedingly gregarious ; they live together in large numbers in small houses, and their social status in the country is quite unsettled. Though they delight to call themselves Saurashtra
* Madras Mail, 1907.